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Mining for Hidden Treasures 

t requires mining to get the 
treasure. In the oil business 
for instance, exploration, 
drilling, and completion have 

to be done before getting the first 
drop of oil (Treasure). These are all 
efforts done to get that drop and 
sometimes explorers end up 
getting nothing. It is really rare to 
find such treasures without 
“drilling.” 
 
There is not a big difference between 
career or personal experiences as 
both resemble exploratory journeys 
to discover the sources of treasures. 
One would need to mine in his/her 
own “mind” for treasures too; and 
that takes time and effort.
 
I feel that I have to not only whisper 
in your ear but say it load enough 
that everyone hears my message: 
“There are more of these treasures 
in you, around you, and almost 
everywhere.”
 
I would like to use this venue to 
share with you some of the 
treasures I have found during my 
career and personal life.

I have learned that those who 
challenged me are those who made 
me stronger. 

I have learned that we always have 
a choice when facing a challenge: 
We can make excuses why it 
cannot be done or may spend the 
same amount of energy figuring out 
how it can be done.

I have learned that one would think 
and learn more if engaged in a 
disagreement but would not learn 
anything when it is otherwise. 
Working in multidisciplinary teams 
is wonderful. It gives us easy 
access to see things differently 
through fresh eyes.

I have learned to look to my 
comrades, mentors, and those who 
have trained me, drawing strength 
from them. I will always cherish their 
prestige, honor, and respect.

I have learned that every moment of 
life is very precious as it provides a 
chance to practice self-mastering 
and controlling by expanding 
visions, awakening senses of our 
minds and our hearts, and assuming 
full responsibility for living, growing, 
and making contributions. It does 
not come by accident. Change and 
patience are two distinct 
challenges but not impossible.  

I have learned that knowledge is 
power. It is very easy to get 
confused, especially when one 
knows too little. I am sure that those 
who know nothing are usually not 
confused. One should recognize 
choices in life but must take respon-
sibility for his/her decisions. 

I have learned ways to challenge 
and overcome conventional 
assumptions that block growth and 
I have learned a generation of 
solutions that lead to development 
and success.

I have learned that one’s accom-
p l i s h m e n t s  a r e  n o t  g i v e n  o r 
inherited; they are earnings that no 
one will deny and no one will defy. 

I can declare that (P.E.A.C.E.): 
Passion, Effort, Awareness, 
Commitment, and Enthusiasm, are 
five ingredients that can lead to 
success.

I have learned that it is easy to 
become so preoccupied with work 
and other commitments that you 
lose sight of the importance of 
many issues like parents, family, 
community, and friends. 
 
I have learned the secret. The 
secret is in you as it translates in 
your daily life as the virtual images 
you have in your mind. Think 
positively, and focus intently, then 
like a magnet, you will be attracting 
things you are passionate about.

I have been mining for hidden 
treasures during my life and I believe 
I have got what I call a treasure. 
I know that there will always be more to 
discover and to mine for. Remember, 
"One does not discover new lands 
without consenting to lose sight of 
the shore for a very long time,” 
Andre Gide said.

I have learned that you get as much 
as you give. I would like to thank 
you, the reader of this article, for 
taking the time to read it. If it was 
not for you, the treasure I have 
mined for would not have any value.    
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